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A Short History of Medical Support

What is Medical Support?

Legal provision of medical, dental, prescription 

and other health care expenses

Can include provisions to cover health insurance 

costs as well as cash payments for unreimbursed 

medical expenses



A Short History of Medical Support

 Establishing child support addresses health 

needs of children in three ways:

1. Federal laws and regulations require parents to 

provide health insurance

2. Guideline calculations can apportion costs not 

reimbursed by health insurance to each of the 

parents

3. Guidelines can address extraordinary medical 

costs



Federal Mandates

Medicare/Medicaid Antifraud and Abuse 

Amendments of 1977

Allowed states to require that Medicaid applicants 

assign their rights to medical support

Permitted IV-D and Medicaid to enter into cooperative 

agreements to pursue medical support assigned to the 

state

Required IV-D agencies to notify Medicaid agencies 

when private family health coverage was obtained or 

discontinued for Medicaid-eligible person



Federal Mandates

Child Support Enforcement Amendments of 

1984

Mandated Secretary of HHS to issue regulations 

requiring IV-D agencies to secure medical support 

information and to obtain and enforce medical 

support in the form of health care coverage from 

the NCP when available at “reasonable cost”

Regulations required states to incorporate 

children’s health care needs into child support 

guideline calculations



Federal Mandates

Omnibus Budget Reconciliaton Act of 1993 

Prohibits discriminatory health care coverage 

practices

Created “qualified medical child support orders” to 

obtain coverage from group plans subject to 

ERISA

Allowed employers to deduct the cost of health 

insurance premiums from an employee’s income



Federal Mandates

Personal Responsibility and Work 

Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 

(PRWORA)

Requires states to enact a provision for health 

care coverage in all orders established or 

enforced by the IV-D agency



Federal Mandates

Child Support Performance and Incentives 

Act of 1998

Requires states to enforce health care coverage 

by use of a National Medical Support Notice

Established the Medical Child Support Working 

Group to submit a report to the Secretaries of 

HHS and Labor recommending measures to 

improve health care coverage



Strategic Plan

National Child Support Strategic Plan for 

2005-2009 

Securing medical coverage for children became a 

stand-alone goal

Focused on both establishing support orders with 

a medical support component and also securing 

health coverage for children


